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Visionaries: -

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation contracted Inception Strategies to assist
in the development of this comic book. The comic demonstrates the effects of intergenerational
trauma on individuals, families and communities. This story shows the flow on effects of the trauma

resulting from past government policies and its impact on our communities today.

This comic is designed to help individuals and communities experiencing intergenerational trauma
to better understand the issues facing them and open channels of communication. It aims to
show people the steps they can take to begin a healing process. Recognising and healing from
intergenerational trauma will create stronger and safer communities.

Workshops:
. The workshops to develop the script were held with Indigenous young people in Brisbane and
, Canberra.
| R
‘ Production: I

Damian: Workshops, Script, Creative Supervision
Mengling and Rachel: Project Manager
Chris: Workshop Notes, Script
Fernando: Pencils
Zhao Weiyi: Inks
Dave and Anang: Colours
Jaymes: Letters
Mengling, Diane, Jax, Rachel: Editing
Erik, Elsie, Orlando, Liz, Rachel: Proofing
Lesley: Pre-press
Thanks:

Shivaun, Michael, Rebecca and Jaylene from the Healing Foundation.

9.} HealingFoundation

We hope this comic provokes new conversations between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples and the broader community. Assisting the process of healing and recognition so that
Australia can move forward as a stronger country indefinitely.

Damian Amamoo, CEO, Inception Strategies

www.inceptionstrategies.com
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THAT FELLA'S A
SELECTOR FOR THE
RABE/TOHS*.

a

*RLGEY LEAGLE TEAM BASED
IN SOUTH SYPNEY, ALSTRAL/.

e e e e

TP

b

BABE,
YOou WERE
LPEAPLY !

HEY MARLEE,
GREAT GAME! YOL'RE
ON MY L/&7 FOR THE

ROOKIE PRAFT.




HEY;
MARLEE, GLAP YOU
COULD MAKE IT.

ME TOO. LET'S
GET THIS PARTY
) STARTEPD!

WE ARE THE
CHAMPIONS, NO TIME
FOR LOSERS.

YOU GONNA
APCOLOGISE OR

NUP; I THINK
IT sUITS You
BETTER!




FRED, IT SOLUNDS
| LIKE THEY'RE HAVING A
\ F/GHT NEXT DOCR!

WE'P
BETTER RING
THE POL/ICES

DPRINK. WE'P BETTER
TAKE HIM HOME.




THIS 16 cRAZY !
THEY WERE ONLY
PLAY-FIGHTIN'

HI NINA, \ WHAT DID
WE'VE GOT YOUR 1l \ T TELL YA ABOUT
BoY, marLEE, N I

THE CAR. / 2
WHAT
HAPPENEDZ

HE'S BEEN
PRINKING ANP?
FIEGHTING WITH

Hi& TEAM-MATES.

NEXT MORNING

KEEP
CALV Gty

PLAY
RUGBY

WHY POES

OH; THAT'S
RIGHT. NoW T
REMEMBER.




PLINCHIN’ YOUR .
TEAM-MATES ! WHAT YOU PON'T ,
KINPA PLAYER PCES KNOW ANYTHIN

THATZ ABoLT LAST
NIGHT.

BY THE LOOK OF
You,; I RECKON You
PON'T EITHER. kG

w R
AL TP POWN; MAN. Z#
e Sl MIND YOUR OWN NOT THE ENEMY.

HEARD ABOUT N o BUSINESS!
YOU FIGHTIN' CHRIS ' 7
LAST NIGHT. THAT'S
PRETTY MESSED
Uur.

OKAY; CLASS,; YOLR
ASSIGNMENTS ARE
PUE TOMORRCOW.




EARTH TO
MARLEE! DIDP

ANP WHAT PO You
WANT TO PO WHEN
YOU FINISH SCHOOL ,

BE A FAMOUS
RUGBY PLAYER
ONE PAY. THAT'S

MY NGMEER

ONE GOAL.

PAMN
ASSIGNMENT!

DA, CAN YOU
HELP ME WITH MY

ASSIGNMENTZ IT'5 |5




ER; SORRY;
SON. I'M FLAT ouT
WITH THIS GAME.

1 LR W

ORI ik

ABSENT AGAIN! : HAS 50 MUCH
A g POTENTIAL.

-mm
I MARLEE’S 2 THAT KIP?

I—

C - ?t-a-_.; -

T'VE BEEN
WORRIED ABOUT
MARLEE, TOO. Sl

MARLEE ASKED d .
 ME TO HELP HIM WITH :
His HOMEWCORK, BUT
I COULDN'T 'CAUSE T
FELT TOO SCARED
- TO TRY.




‘ . - ' RO/ maBET
CODY; You NEED — IR NC couLD TAKE HiM
TO TALK TO MARLEE N gl M o THe Footy. £
ANDP START BUILPIN' YOUR - b | - el s s

RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM
OR YA GONNA
LOSE HIM.

YOU'RE RIGHT; NINA.
I NEEP TO PO SOMETHIN'
ABOUT THIS. T WANT THE
BEST FOR OULR SON.

| Four weeks Larer |




I PIPNT
MAKE THE
DRAFT...

YOU ANP? ME,
WE'RE PONE!

ou—rroﬂl%rﬁgam; HOLD? ON; SON. CALM
ROOCKIE PRAFT. DOWN! THERE'S OTHER
-\ T'M USELESS! THINGS YOU CAN DO.

LET HM GO.
HE NEEPS TO
COOL OFF.




ON YA. BUT
YOU COME FROM A
STRONG FAMILY OF

\ BLACKFELLAS!

SIT POWN AN
LET ME TELL YA WHAT
SOME OF YOUR OLP MOB
HAVE BEEN THROUGH
ANP SURVIVEPR.

h —
S/IX MONTHSE LATER MARLEE, IT'S BEEN
SIX MONTHS SINCE YOU
- MISSEDR OUT ON THE NRL
DPRAFT ANDP SPLIT UP WITH
: 4 SIAN. I KNOW [T'S BEEN
3 = - PRETTY TOUGH

OLTEACK NsW 1900




THEN TOM ANP GRACE
BERLINER ARRIVED.

. - S
/T MUST HAVE BEEN L'"
TOUGH FOR THEM TOO.

-

BUT THEY PIPN'T GIVE
| ur THE BERLINER FAMILY
| were THERE TO STAY

N
%




THE YEARS PASSEP
ANEZ THE BERLINER FAMILY
STARTEL TO MAKE MONEY

AS THEIR HERPS GREW.

— e U — - -
MR BERLINER OFFERED OLR ' HELP DROVE THE CATTLE 7;% TONATHON ANG YOLUR GREAT-GREAT
OLL PEOPLE SOME WOR! AND SOME WOMEN TO HELP [& GRANCFATHER: SOLOMON, WORKED FOR
Ao i HE i THE MISSUS WITH WORK TOM BERLINER AS STOCKMEN. JONATHON
F - WAS STILL ONLY A Boy BUT HE LEARNES
HOW T RIPE PRETTY &LiCk!

/T WAS HARD WORK. THOSE EARLy  |EEEEEIRE
SN S 747I0N OWNERS, LIKE TOM, COULON'T PR
: N AVE PONE IT WITHOWT L& BLACKFELLAS. s, :

| N
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YOU'VE BEEN
SINGING LIKE THAT FOR
THE LAST HOUR. WHAT'S
IT MEANF

THEY'RE OUR
SONGLINES.

PASSEDP POWN FROM

' N _ OUR ANCESTORS, THROLIGH
3 . THE GENERATIONS.
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OUR ABORIGINAL SONGLINES COULEP BE |

| SUNG FOR LAYE, LINKING HUNPREPS OF H
el

N CEREMONIAL/SACRED PLACES |8

e

FOR ABORIGINAL TRAVELLERS TO FOLLOW.
-




OUR OLP
PECPLE BELIEVEP
SONGLINES ARE

LIKE ARTERIES RUNNING
THROUGH OUR LAND;
KEEPING IT ALIVE.

A e A T BROUGHT IN BY THE COLONIAL GOVERNMENT AS

PART OF THE PROTECTION ACT*. /T WAS A STEP
SRS JEA AN BRI FORWARE FOR OUR HUMAN RIGHTS, BUT IT WAS
= P EEE ALSO THE THING THAT CAUSEDP MANY OF OUR
— o= PEOPLE TO BE REMOVED FROM THEIR LANC.

*THE ABOR/GINALE PROTECTION ANLP RESTR/CT/ION
OF THE S4ALE OF OF/MLM ACT CREATEP A ROLE FOR THE
PROTECTORS OF ABFORIGINAL PEOPLE TO ACT AS EMPLOYMENT
EROKERS IN THE PASTORAL INPUETRY LASOLR MARKET.

§- . GRACE, WE'RE
| MAKING MORE MONEY

REGLLATION, WE HAVE : NOW AND MY ABORIGINAL

TO PAY OUR ABORIGINAL
FELLAS WORK JUST AS
STOCKMEN MONEY. WE HARP AS THE WHITES.

HINPER PAST LEG/SLATION, EMPLOYERS COLLD HOLD
UP TO 75% OF MONEY ANDP PROPERTY BELONGING T©
ABORIGINAL PEOFPLE FROM 1805 TO 1972 IN A COMPLEX
|| NETWORK OF TRUST ACCOLUNTS ACMINISTERED BY THE
PEPARTMENT OF NATIVE WELFARE. MOST OF THIS MONEY

WAS NEVER RETURNED TO THE RIGHTEUL OWNERS.




A GOVERNMENT OFFICER CALLEDP
A PROTECTOR TOLP W& WHAT TO PO,
WHEN WE COULEP PO IT ANP WHERE. THE
GOVERNMENT MOE GAVE HiM POWER
7O REMOVE LS FROM OLUR LANE.

SOLOMON'S
SON GEORGE, YOUR
GREAT-GRANCFATHER,
WAS JUsT A LITTLE
FELLA THEN.




OLIR PEOPLE WERE ROUNPER UP ALL OVER ALSTRALIA.
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T -

1 INTO A FOREIGN fétﬂ/ﬁé'.

650!?65 GREW UP ON HILLLOWN MISS/ION
ANP EVENTUALLY HE GOT MARRIED TOC ANP
HALP YOUR GRANPFATHER, ZACARIAA.

YOLIR GRANCEATHER, ZAC, GREW LP
ON THE MISSION, TOO. WHEN HE WAS 25,
HE FELL IN LOVE WITH MARY; ONE OF

THE MIESION'E ABORIGINAL AM.:’D.S

SOMETIMES GEORGE WOULP TAKE ZAC

| POWN TO THE RIVER TO PO SOME CULTURE,
BUT THEY HAP TO BE REAL RUIET ABOUT IT.

ZAC, OUR LAND
15 FAR FROM HERE.
MAYBE ONE DAY YOU

CAN GO BACHK.

IF THE MISSIONARY

FOLNG OUT THEY WERE
POIN' CULTURE; HEZ

SENZ THEM TO LOCK-UF.




| THE MISSIONARY WAS LINHAPPY ANE SENT ZAC AWAy: .\
4.r. ..'."4+'.

£

A=

AT FIRST MY MUM THOUGHT SHE WAS GONNA BE
ABLE TO KEEFP ME; BUT THEN THE FROTECTOR
CAME BACK ANC TOOK ME AWAY TO CAMVILLE
MISS/ION. T WAS ABOUT THREE YEARS OLLP*

o)

*MANY ABORIGINAL PEOPLE WERE REMOVED FROM THEIR
FAMILIES PUE TO THE FPOLICIES ANZ PRACTICES OF THE
PAST. OFTEN PESCRIBEP AS THE STOLEN GENERAT/IONS,
W 7THESE PEOFPLE ARE STILL ON THEIR OWN JOLRNEY OF
| HEALING TO RE-ESTASLISH CONTACT WITH THEIR FAMIL/ES,
WE CAN ALL PLAY A ROLE IN ASS/STING THEM BY TAKING
THE TIME TO HEAR THEIR STORIES ANC HONOURING THEIR
PERSONAL EXPER/ENCES THROUGH THE GENERATIONS.

| L CIPNT FIT IN AT CAMILLE —
a MISSION, 50 LATER I WAS TAKEN
! TO SHELTON 5oYe HOME, s




THE NUNS WERE VERY STRICT WITH U5,

\ IF THEY CALIGHT LS WITH CIRTY
HANPS THEY'P SCRUE EM HARE
WITH THESE 5IG SRUSHES.

| rﬁt —]

EVERYTHING HAZ TO BE PERFECT.

\

IT WAS A HARD LIFE ANZP
WE MISSED OUR FAMILIES. *

YINPER THE POLICIES OF PREVICLS
GOVERNMENTS, MANY YOUNG ABCR/IGINAL

Boye ANP GIRLS WERE REMOVEL INTO
HOMES ALL OVER AL/STRALIA.

19



I WAS THE ONLY BOY WHO TOOK T'D PLOT WITH THE
THE RUBSEISH OUT FOR THE COooks., ANP OTHER BoyYes To ESCAFE.
ONE OF THEM, S/STER ELSA, LISEL TO 4 :
SLIP ME SOME LEET-OVER MUTTON OR |l
A DUMPLING TO 84y THANKS, SHE Was &

THE CLOSEST THING T HAP TO A [OOL

MOTHER AFTER BEIN' TAKEN AWAY.

cory; I'VE GOT
SOME PUMPLINGS
LEFT OVER
FOR YOU.

SOMETIMES DON'T CRY;
YOU FELLAS aﬁgjggﬁm BUDDA. T JUST
&TOP TALKIN' IN g PON'T WANT You TO
LINGO. WE GOTTA GET IN TROUBLE.
USE ENGLISH
HERE.

[ YOUR MEW HOME
§'| AND WE'RE YOUR




EVENTLALLY, |
I WwAas Too oLz
I WAs SENT FOR THE BoYs

FROM Boys HOME HOMES ANZ HAP
7O BOYs HOME. NOWHERE TO GO.

T WAS ABOUT youUrR
AGE; MARLEE, ANP T
SLEPT FROM colcH
TO COUCH. s

OR LUNTIL T FOLNC
ANOTHER PLACE, ANZ IF
THE COLCH WAS ALREALY

TAKEN IT'C JU/ST SLEEP
ON THE FLOOR.

GREW UP NUMB... Famed BUT IM HELPIN' OTHER MEN NOW...
N\ Y ., SUFFERIN' IN S/LENCE. »J"Q\
N\ | 4 Ay

B

m——. MY FAMILY

DAD; I NEVER KNEW I PON'T HAV WERE MY BROTHERS IN

gué F:MK.YRWEINT A CONNECTION TO THE BOYS HOME,; ANP MY

THROUGH ALL THAT. MY OWN FAMILY OR CONNECTION TO COUNTRY

MY COUNTRY. 16 HERE, WHERE YOU ANDP /
y ~ MUM ARE TODAY. &




SON; T KNOW You
ANDP I PON'T HAVE THE
BEST RELATIONSHIP.

I STRUGGLE WITH
BEING A GOOP PARENT TO You
\ BECAUSE I WAS NEVER SHOWN
3 HOW TO BE A FATHER.

FROM NOW ON;

THINGS ARE GONNA BE
| PIFFERENT. IT STARTS WITH
| YOU ANP ME. I'M GOIN’
TO BE A PEAPLIER
DPAP FOR YOU.

I'M SORRY;
MARLEE, FOR NOT
BEIN' THERE AS MUCH

AS I COULPA, g

DAD; SINCE
WE'RE MAKING

CHANGES; I THINK
YOU sHOULDP TRY TO
CONTACT YOUR

WE MIGHT FIND
N SOMETHING ONLINE.

T'LL HELP YOU LOOK j—u
UP LINK=L/PX,

YOU'RE
RIGHT;

L ANP TORRES STRA/T
TIONS THAT HELP INFPIGENOUS

S/X WEEKS LATER

PADP, I JUusT
GOT AN EMAIL
FROM L/N&=-4iP!
THEY'VE FOUNP
YOUR MUM!




copy!
AFTER ALL THESE
YEARSZ

S0 YOU'LL
COME VISIT
MEZ

I'LL sEE You
REAL SOON.

I'LL TEACH

YOU SOME OF OUR
LANGUAGE, 50 You
CAN PASS IT ON.

YES; MY SON
MARLEE, HE'S
GONNA BE A BIG
FELLA ONE PAY IF
HE KEEPS GROWIN'
LIKE HE 5.

| av wour LaTER |

REALLY!
oMIGoP!

SHE STARTEP
CRYING WHEN T
SAIP WHO I WAS,
I TOLP HER WE'P
COME ANP VISIT.

YEP. WE'RE
GOIN' HOME,
MARLEE, TO

OUR oWN
MOB,

AND THAT'S HOW Y
YOU'RE RELATEP TO | &
THE JONESES. X



ARG HH,
THIS QUESTION |
16 60 HARL! =Y
YOU NEED MY
HELP, SONZ T MAY NOT
KNOW THE ANSWER BUT
T'LL ‘AVE A GO.

YES
| PLEASE.

WHY DPON'T YOU
TRY LOCKING AT
IT THAT WAYZ

HERE You GO,
MISS. I FINISHER
—\_MY HOMEWCRK.

FIVE YEARS LATER

STUPENTS, WE'RE LUCKY
TO HAVE MARLEE FROM THE
SOUTH SYPNEY RABBITOHS
VISITING LS TOPAY.

 w

HI EVERYONE;
NAME'S MARLEE.

I'M A PHARAWAL MAN FROM
ILLAWARRA AND NOW I PLAY
FOR S0OUTH SYPNEY. WHO'S A
FAN OF THE RABBITOHS#Z

MARLEE, HOW
CAN WE GROW UP
TO BE LIKE YouZ#

MAKE THE RIGHT
CHOICES AND STAY
STRONG!




Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation

The Healing Foundation is a national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisation with a focus
on community-led healing solutions. Building culturally strong, community designed and delivered
pathways to healing, the Healing Foundation:

» funds and supports healing programs targeted at individuals, families and communities

* builds the evidence and knowledge base for best practice in Indigenous healing

* builds leadership and the capacity of communities and workers to respond to trauma
through education and training

www.healingfoundation.org.au
@ I healingfoundation
HealingFoundation £ @HealingOurWay
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